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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Since September, Joshua Norris has been part of our 
fellowship as a student Minister and we have been so 
blessed to have him with us for this time, soon we will 
have to say farewell. It has been an absolute 

pleasure to work with Joshua and I will miss our regular meetings, where 
we have been able to reflect on what is happening in the life of the 
fellowship and on the mission here in Reading. I will also miss the prayer 
times that we have shared, but I am delighted that we will soon be 
joining together for our prayer week in June (8th -15th June, when the 

church will be open from 9am until 9pm for anyone to come in and 
pray). 

Prayer is so important to us as Christians; it is as important as breathing 
or eating, without prayer we are unable to sustain our faith, unable to 
grow and develop. Over the years I have found it important to block 
out special time for prayer, in addition to the regular times of prayer in 

Sunday worship and on Wednesday mornings. I usually attend the 
Ministers’ Quiet Days which are organised by the Wessex Synod, as 
these are opportunities to pray together as well as share fellowship. 
Sometimes it can be good to try praying in a different way – perhaps 
using painting, or some other creative activity – perhaps a quiet cycle 
ride through the beautiful countryside around Reading – perhaps a 

walk in the park. 

Prayer time can easily be squeezed out of our busy lives, so it can be 
helpful to find someone else to pray with – joining a housegroup is one 
way to find others with whom you can share prayer time. Another way 
is to find a prayer partner or triplet, just agree a time and place to meet 
up on a regular basis. 

We have welcomed John Davey and Rahab Wambua as church 
members and we have three more people to welcome (Alice in May, 
Alastair and Ruth in June). Each one has responded to God’s call on 
their lives and we rejoice in welcoming them into church membership. 
We are blessed in having so many people of all ages in our church, 
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please pray that we will continue to nurture people of all ages and at 

all stages of faith.  

As I mentioned earlier, we have to say farewell to Joshua Norris, so we 
have a special farewell meal planned for Saturday evening on 31st May 
– which will be the day before his final services at Park URC. Please 
make a note to join us on that evening, if you can. 

Next month, on Sunday June 8th, we celebrate Pentecost; the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-42). Looking further ahead, in the 
summer, our long awaited kitchen and halls development work will 
begin, marking an exciting time for us as a fellowship. God has blessed 
us with an amazing complex of rooms which we are able to use to 
serve the mission of God and to serve our local community – I look 

forward to seeing where we might be led by the Holy Spirit following this 
development work. 

In July we’ll be saying farewell to two special people in our fellowship, 
Phebe Mann and David Wong, as they move to London following new 
job opportunities. We will miss them enormously, as they have given 
such valued service in leading worship, particularly in the evenings at 

our IGNITE evening worship. We praise God for their many pastoral, 
music and worship gifts and we pray that God will lead them to a 
fellowship that will be able to use their many gifts. 

This is a time of change for a number of people but we can be 
confident that the God who has blessed us with great things, continues 
to move among us and lead us into a deeper relationship. The Risen 

Christ who gave his life, continues to be our inspiration in serving others. 
The Holy Spirit who came in power, rushing in with the sound of a great 
wind, continues to guide us and lead us, to strengthen and empower 
us.  

May our hearts and minds be open to the God who is with us always; so 

that we might know the full depth and height of God’s love and care. 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 
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Church Family News 

We are very pleased to welcome two new Church 
Members who were received in on Easter Sunday – 
John Davey and Rahab Wambuya, and we look forward to receiving 
three more friends into membership over the next few weeks.  

We rejoice with Josh Thomas that he has been called to train as a 
United Reformed Church minister, and we remember Josh and Hannah 

as they prepare to move to Cambridge in September.  

Congratulations to Barbara Baddoo who celebrated her 90th birthday 
on April 30th; we hope you had a happy day.  

We are very glad to know that Heather King has found a post at 
Willowbank Junior School in Woodley, and will begin her teaching 

career there in September. 

News of two new babies: congratulations to Robert’s brother Steve and 
his wife Kelly on the birth of Sophie on April 14th, and to Pam and Mike 
Booth on the birth if their granddaughter Emily Mae on March 30th.  

We send our very best wishes to Margaret and Dennis Alder, who 
moved to a new home in Tilehurst on April 25th.  We wish them every 

happiness in their new home. 

We send our love and sincere sympathy to Henry Enang and his family 
on the death of his mother at the beginning of April. 

It is good to report that Peter Short has made a good recovery from his 
illness, and that John Wise is progressing well after his operation.  Eileen 
Day has had knee surgery and is recovering in Wokingham Hospital.  

Dorothy Johnson had a short stay in hospital but is now back in her 
home. We also remember Neil Applegate, Audrey Warner, and Ellen 
Davis, a member of Friendship Club who is waiting for heart surgery. 

We assure all these friends of our concern and our prayers. 

Doreen Woods 
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Christian Aid Week 11th – 17th May 2014  

By the time this magazine is published, Christian Aid Week will be only 
one week away, and we need to find a good number of people to 
cover our roads for the house-to-house collection.   

We know that this can sometimes seem 
a discouraging task, when very few 
people are at home, or the ones who 

are in say they have given in other ways 
(or even refuse to help), but Jessica Hall 
told us at the fish and chip supper in 
March, that of the £12 million raised in 
Christian Aid Week last year, 70% came from the house-to-house 

collections. So that is an enormous amount which would be lost to this 
cause helping the poorest people if none of us went out collecting.  

So please join our team this year – if you have never collected before 
we can pair you up with an experienced collector to encourage you.  

We hope to have the envelopes and other material by the beginning 
of May, but please talk to Doreen Woods, Sally Kirk or Gaye Rees (or 

sign the list on the noticeboard) to confirm that you will be one of our 
existing collectors, or to volunteer for the first time. 

Doreen 

Julian Meetings 

For those who enjoy quiet contemplative prayer the next Julian 
Meetings will at 10.00am on the following dates at Abbey Baptist 

church. After about 45 minutes there are refreshments for those who 
wish to stay. 

22nd May, 26th June, 24th July, 28th August 

You will assured of a warm welcome,  

Gaye  
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Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment 

The March Church Meeting heard the latest news about our project to 
develop the kitchen facilities, to improve the David’s Hall and to 
update our fire alarm system. We are still on schedule and our 
predicted timetable is that work will begin near the end of July and 
should be completed in 8-12 weeks. By the end of May, we should have 
installed a sink unit, a fridge and a dishwasher in the Small Hall (which 

will act as a temporary kitchen during the construction phase). 

Our fundraising activities to date have been well supported and 
enjoyable events, thank you to all who have helped run our activities 
and to all who have supported them! This month’s event is a sponsored 
walk/run/cycle/swim on 10th May. Next month we are having a murder 

mystery meal with DRAPES on Saturday 7th June. 

Student Minister Farewell Event 

We welcomed Joshua Norris in September 2013 and the last few months 
have passed incredibly quickly, soon we must say farewell. Joshua has 
accepted the call to be the Minister of Word and Sacrament for three 
churches in Essex and we pray that God will bless Joshua and the 
congregations as they prepare for his arrival in the summer.  

To say farewell to Joshua we are planning a meal on the evening of 
Saturday 31st May – please make a note to join us if you can. Joshua will 
be sharing in our worship on 1st June which will officially mark the end of 
his placement with us. 

Rob Weston 
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Gardening News 

We are grateful to all who help look after the grounds at our church, 
especially Charlotte Blackburn who tends to the triangular beds and 
the rose garden.  

We have two people who cut the grass round the back of the church, 
Brian Wooldridge and Martin Smith – if you could help out once a 
month please speak to me, Brian or Martin, the mower is electric and 

quite easy to use.  

We also need to keep the shrubs and trees pruned on a regular basis, if 
this is something you feel able to help with, please do speak to me 
soon. 

Fundraising for our Development Project 

The fundraising team suggest the following dates for a range of 

activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that 
you’ll be able to support several of these events – maybe all of them – 
all of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together. 

• 10th May Sponsored event(s): Walk, run, cycle, swim 

• 7th June DRAPES entertainment: murder mystery meal 

• 5th July BBQ and games in Palmer Park 

• 27th Sept  Harvest Talents Event and Evening Meal 

• 11th Oct Meal and music evening 

• 29th Nov Christmas Fair 

 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 

posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC 
except the ‘Sponsored walk, run, cycle, swim’ which will involve several 
venues (the swimming will be at Bulmershe Leisure Centre). 

Rob Weston 
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Thinking of keeping chickens? 

For anyone who is thinking about keeping a few chickens in their 
garden, we have a small chicken home and run, called an Eglu. This is 
available for anyone interested, in exchange for a donation towards 
our kitchen and halls development fund. The Eglu has been used but 
being plastic it is designed to last many years! 

Rob & Suzy Weston 

Holiday Forum, August 2014 

You may have already seen details of Holiday Forum 2014 which is 
being held in Swanwick, Derbyshire during August. This week long event 
run by volunteers from across the UK contains a mix of worship, 
entertainment, theme sessions, discussion groups, visits to local 
attractions, activities for children and young people. 

If you would like to go but were wondering how to get there we have a 
solution. One of the steering group, Ted Graham from Thatcham URC 
has arranged for a coach which will be going from our area to Holiday 
Forum. Ted is able to offer this transport for free! 

More details can be found at the website www.urcholidayforum.org.uk 
and you can find out about previous holiday weeks just talk to Les Dray, 

Doreen Woods or Gaye Rees. 

Brother, How can I Help? 

An article including a Christian’s support on noticing the plight of a 
member of Artpeace following eviction from his modest home;  a locust 
attack and last but not least, a nasty surprise for one lady on opening 
her wardrobe!    

All part of life in Zimbabwe, contributed by St Andrew’s United 
Reformed Church Walton on Thames.  See www.standrewsurc.org  
under Main Menu – click on Artpeace Zimbabwe -  see attachments – 
May update.   
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The Darkness of the Shroud - an Easter meditation 

From the silver and the kiss,  

through Peter’s third denial, 

through the washing of the hands,  

to the mocking at the trial. 

From the anger of the crowd, 

through the high priests scorns, 

through the blows of the guards, 

to the bleeding from the thorns. 

From the carrying of the cross,  

through the stumbling and the falls 

through the tears of the friends, 

to that place outside the walls. 

From the hammering of the nails,  

through the agony of the blows. 

through the taste of bitter wine,  

to the lots drawn for His clothes. 

From the piercing of the spear,  

through compassion for the thief 

through the prayer ‘Father forgive’,  

to that final cry of grief. 

Then breathing that last breath,  

then dying there alone. 

then the chill of the tomb,  

then the rolling of the stone. 

From the mocking of the crowd  

to the darkness of the shroud  

Lord You suffered this for me  

From the mocking of the crowd  

to the darkness of the shroud  

Lord You died so I’d be free 

Rod, Tony & Frances ‘Two Crotchets & a Quaver’ 
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URC General Secretary 

Following the resignation of the Revd Roberta Rominger in November 
2013, the General Secretary Nomination Group of the United Reformed 
Church has been seeking her successor.  

The nomination group, which is responsible for bringing a single name to 

General Assembly this July, has now completed its work and is 
nominating the Revd John Proctor, currently vice-principal of 
Westminster College in Cambridge, to be the United Reformed 
Church’s next general secretary.   

If General Assembly accepts the nomination Mr Proctor will be inducted 
as general secretary on Sunday 6 July at the end of General Assembly.  

His term of office will therefore overlap with that of Mrs Rominger who 
will formally step down from the role on 31 July 2014.  

Mr John Ellis, moderator of the General Assembly and convener of the 
nomination group said: “After an extensive process of discernment the 
group was unanimous in sensing that God was calling John Proctor to 

this immensely challenging position. We hope that the Assembly will 
share that sense and that the whole Church will support him in their 
prayers.” 

Lay Preacher Training 

Lay Preacher Training at Westminster College, Cambridge. This year’s 
theme: Springs eternal: Christian hope and the Church 

Choice of Dates: Monday 8th – Wednesday 10th September 2014 or 
Wednesday 10th – Friday 12th September 2014 or Friday 12th – Sunday 
14th September 2014. 

Further information and a booking form is available from Ruth Heine, 
email: development@urcwessex.org.uk, tel: 023 8067 4513. 

Rob Weston 
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Bible Society Resource 

To mark the 100th anniversary of the start of the War, Bible Society is 
pleased to offer Hear My Cry – a collection of poetry, prayers, hymns 
and psalms. It also includes personal stories of people who fought in the 
War, many of whose Bibles and diaries survived and are pictured in the 

book. 
Use the accounts, extracts, letters and psalms in your church services, 
around your church or school, or for individual and community 
reflections. 
Copies are available from the Bible Society Shop at £3.99 per copy. 
Bible Society has also produced a dedicated World War One 

commemorative website, which you can visit featuring true stories from 
100 years ago, as well as information about Bible Society’s important 
work at the time. 

www.biblesociety.org.uk 

Pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine 2015 

Bookings are now coming in for the pilgrimage to Israel/Palestine - 

February 17 - 26 2015. Come and explore the land and places Jesus 
knew - visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Massada, Qumran, The Dead Sea, 
Jericho, the Jordan Valley, Tiberius, Capernaum, Nazareth, Cana and 
many other places. It’s a journey of a lifetime.  

Further details from Stephen Thornton, tel. 01252 409494 or email at : 

smthornton@ntlworld.com. 

Wessex Summer Camp for ages 11-25 

RE: IGNITE, 18 – 20 July 2014, Ferny Crofts Activity Centre, The New Forest 

A great weekend event for all young people aged 11-25 connected to 
the United Reformed Church.  Come, explore and be inspired by God 
into action.  Further information will be circulated shortly – please look 
out for it. Bookings by 27th June. Contact Ruth Heine, email: 

development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 8067 4513 



page 4 

Wessex Synod Children’s & Youth Worker’s Forum 

Saturday 10th May 2014 - 10am-4pm 

London Street URC, Basingstoke 

This event is for Children’s & Youth Workers.   

A chance to explore how we as a Synod and the local church 

encourage and enable young people to explore what God is calling 
them to do.   

An opportunity for all churches to influence the strategic development 
and direction of our children’s and youth work.   

Closing date for bookings: 5th May 

There will be a mailing with further details going out to Church 

Secretaries shortly.  

Contact: Ruth Heine, email: development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 
8067 4513 

Social Media Training in Bristol 

Saturday 7th June 2014 - 10am – 4.30pm  

Cost for the day – £10 per person  

A day of social media training for United Reformed churches in South 
Western, West Midlands, Wessex and Wales! 

If you know social media is an important part of the communications 
mix for your church, but you don’t know where to start, or, having 
started, you’d like help to develop your new skill – this one-day course is 

for you.  

Places are limited so please book your place as soon as possible.  

Contact Dinah Firmin at South Western Synod on 01823 275470 (Monday 
to Thursday 9.00am—4.00pm) to check availability of spaces, and 
obtain a booking form.  Booking forms are also available from Deborah 
on office@urcwessex.org.uk or 023 8067 8570. 

Rob Weston 
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Easter Flowers - in pictures 
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Safeguarding training 

A full days training for all individuals working with children and young 
people, and important for Ministers and Elders of the Church.  Saturday 
7 June 2014 at London Street United Reformed Church, Basingstoke.  

10am – 4pm  

The course covers:   

• The Basics of Safeguarding;  

• Good Practice Procedures;  

• Duty of Care and Pastoral Awareness;  

• Reporting Structures;  

• Exploring Case Studies;  

• Planning The Way Forward.    

Certificates will be presented to those completing the course. For more 
information and to book a place on the course, please contact: Ruth 
Heine, email: development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 8067 4513 

Elders’ Development Days 

Wessex Synod Elders’ Development Days  These provide training for 
new Elders, ongoing support for existing Elders and are suitable for 
anyone interested in becoming an Elder.    

Dates of the next Elders’ Development Days are; 

• Pastoral Care and Mission – Saturday 3rd May (Oxford) and 
Saturday 17th May (Basingstoke). 

• Prayer, Spirituality & Worship – Saturday 7th June (Southampton), 

• Saturday 14th June (Basingstoke) and Saturday 12th July (Oxford). 

The “Calendar of Elders & Lay Preacher Training Events 2014, revised” is 
available to download from the website (Lay Preaching Download 
section), www.urcwessex.org.uk     

Rob Weston 
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Park Prayer Week - 8th-15th June 2014 

When you think about prayer, I wonder which Bible verses come to your 
mind? 

Maybe Jeremiah 29:12-13 - ‘Then you will call to me. You will come and 
pray to me, and I will answer you. You will seek me, and you will find me 

because you will seek me with all your heart.’ Or perhaps from the 
Psalms - Psalm 34:17 - ‘The righteous call to the Lord, and he listens; 
he rescues them from all their troubles.’ 

Psalm 55:17 -  ‘Morning, noon, and night my complaints and groans go 
up to him, and he will    hear my voice.’ 

Psalm 145:18-19 - ‘He is near to those who call to him, who call to him 

with sincerity. He supplies the needs of those who honour him; he hears 
their cries and saves them.’ 

Or even Deuteronomy 4:7 - ‘No other nation, no matter how great, has 
a god who is so near when they need him as the Lord our God is to us. 
He answers us whenever we call for help.’ 

There is so much in the Bible to tell us how and where to pray, and to 
reassure you that God hears your prayers and will answer them. 

In June we will all have the opportunity to pray 12/7 - for 12 hours a day 
(9am-9pm) for 7 days - in our next Park Prayer Week. Maybe you, or 
your group, would like to set up a prayer station; or maybe you would 
be available to steward for an hour or two so that we can keep the 

prayer space open? I will have rotas soon, so please let me know.  

But most importantly, we would love you to come and use the space 
for your own prayer times - reflective or interactive.  

1 Chronicles 16:36 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel! 
Praise him now and forever! 

Then all the people said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord. 

Carrie King 
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By Faith We are Called to Go 

Matthew 28:16-20 - Sermon on 27 April 2014 

Last week we celebrated Easter, the resurrection of Jesus (Matthew 28). 
Today’s passage is on the very last part of the gospel of Matthew 
(Matthew 28:16-20). It is about the great commission of Jesus to his 

disciples. Let’s turn to our Bibles to the last paragraph in the gospel of 
Matthew. Chapter 28 verses 18 to 20. 

• (v18) Jesus said: All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Jesus is assuring his disciples and especially those 
who were still in doubt 

• He continued (v19): Go and make disciples of all nations  

• Baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit (v19) 

• (v20) Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you 

• Jesus gave us his assurance, he said: And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age (v20) 

Going 

Jesus, with His power and authority, called all of us to become His 
disciples, not of any other gods. Jesus called us, first to be His disciples. 
As His disciples we go and make disciples of all nations. So, what do we 
understand by “make disciples” then? Does anyone know what 
“disciples” mean? The Greek for “disciples” is µαθητής (mathétés) 

meaning “learners”, followers of Christ who learn the Scripture. Disciples 
are not only the twelve apostles; all followers of Jesus are “disciples”. In 
that sense, none of us should ever stop being discipled, indeed, this is 
lifelong learning. 

   In his book, a New York Times Bestseller “The Purpose Driven Life”, Rick 
Warren says that “Jesus calls us (his disciples) not only to come to him, 

but to go for him”. 

   (v19) Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples of all nations, 
this means, everyone, that is, no matter from what culture, no matter 
from what race, no matter where you come from, no matter who you 
are – Let’s explore what Jesus meant by “Go” – G - O - “Go” 

For some of us, “Go”, may mean crossing boundaries of generations, 

education, economic, ethnicity or culture. We may have the 
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opportunity to tell the children about the gospel, e.g. RE Inspired, or if 
we are parents, we can tell our children, if we are Sunday school 
teacher, youth leader, we have great opportunity to tell the young 
people about the gospel.  

In other circumstances, we can tell our grandparents, our neighbours, 
our school friends, our college friends, our business partners, our work 
colleagues, what Jesus has done for us. We may not be able to speak 
Swahili, Chinese, Japanese or Nepalese. But we can always find ways 
of telling people of other cultures, about the gospel. We may need to 
make some effort to learn about their culture. 

“Go” may mean inviting strangers in, to share our home, to give 
hospitality to believers and non-believers, to invite other communities 
not only to make use of our church premises, but also bearing witness to 
them as Christians. 

For some of us, “Go” means to leave our comfort zone and be a 
missionary, or tent maker (church worker/minister who serves a church 

and also earns a living from working without burdening the church), 
Another example is going for short or medium term missions (A number 
of us from our church family had gone to South Africa on short term 
mission in 2012). Are you willing to give up your comfort zone and “Go” 
if God calls you? 

For others, “Go” means witnessing in our workplace, in our school or 

college, in our Toddlers group, in our Dance class, in our badminton or 
snooker club … 

We have to remember what Jesus said: Go and make disciples of all 
nations. If we always stay in one place, how do we make disciples of all 
nations? In this day and age, have we ever thought of witnessing via 
email, SMS, Facebook, Internet, webpage, Twitter, or any social media 

you can think of? This may be what Jesus meant by “Go” for you. 

Baptising 

(v19) Jesus commanded us to baptise new disciples and he has set an 
example for us to follow (Matt.3:13-17). When Jesus asked John the 
Baptist to baptise him, although he has no sin, he identified himself with 

us sinners in baptism. Baptism is an act of public testimony of faith in 
Jesus Christ (Rom.10:9). It is the means whereby we tell others that we 
become a Christian.  
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When we accept Christ as our personal Saviour, unless we verbally tell 
someone that we become a Christian, others may not know about it. By 
means of baptism we are able to bear witness for Jesus. (To obey Jesus’ 
command, Tim Lancaster was baptised. In June, Alistair Clark will profess 

his faith in baptism.) This is a public act of identification with Jesus Christ 
(Rom.6:1-11) and a public demonstration of a person entering the body 
of Christ, the whole church.  

Nicky Gumbel explains Baptism neatly (in “Questions of Life”, a book 
written for the Alpha Course): Baptism signifies cleansing from sin (1 
Corinthians 6:11), dying and rising with Christ to a new life (Roman 6:3-5, 

Colossians 2:12) and the living water which the Holy Spirit brings to our 
lives (1 Corinthians 12:13). 

(v20) Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you 

Jesus knew that for the continuity of his ministry, the knowledge he had 
imparted to his disciples must be taught to others. What did Jesus 
teach? Love God and love our neighbour as ourselves, proclaim the 

gospel, heal the sick, care for the poor and hungry, cast out demons, s 
and many more.  

As disciples, we must observe the decree of the Lord and teach others 
about it. If we are a SALT leader, Pilots leader or an elder, we do what 
we teach. "Do as I say, not as I do" will not be very effective. What do 
you think? 

As disciples, we are mandated by Jesus to pass on his teachings. A 
good way to do this is to join a housegroup where we can learn and 
pass on the teachings of Jesus by studying the Bible together and care 
for one another, where we learn how to love God and love our 
neighbour as ourselves. If you would like to join a housegroup, please 
see Rob, he will introduce you to one. 

As disciples, we must nurture new disciples, to make the teachings of 
Jesus their way of life. I have attended and supported 8 Alpha Courses. 
We rejoice to meet with new Christians; we are delighted to have the 
opportunity to support them to grow more and more like Jesus. 

We have just sung (Eagles’ Wings) we long to “know Jesus more and 

more”. In order to “know Jesus more and more” we have to be taught 
the Bible, we have to be diligent in learning the Word of God well. Our 
lifestyle should reflect that we are his disciples. 
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Emmanuel 

(v20) surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age  

David Livingstone, a Scottish missionary and pathfinder of Africa, was 
once asked how he sustained his difficult mission trip to Africa. He 

replied: I relied on the promise Jesus made in Matthew 28:20 “I am with 
you always to the very end of age”. He even imprinted these words “I 
am with you always” on his ship. Jesus promised that he is with us 
always, as we learn earlier from the All Age talk, that the Holy Spirit will 
be with us always (John 14:16). 

Let me read from Rick Warren’s “The Purpose Driven Life” (p283) “In the 

Great Commission Jesus said: “Go to the people of all nations and 
make them my disciples. Baptise them in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told 
you.” This commission was given to every follower of Jesus, not to 
pastors and missionaries alone. This is your commission from Jesus, and it 
is not optional. These words of Jesus are not the Great Suggestion. If you 

are a part of God’s family, your mission is mandatory. To ignore it would 
be disobedience. 

You may have been unaware that God holds you responsible for the 
unbelievers who live around you…You are the only Christian some 
people will ever know, and your mission is to share Jesus with them. 

Closing – What is our response to the Great Commission? 

• like Moses, “Who me?” 

• like Jonah, “Not me.”  

• like Habakkuk, “Why me?” 

• like Isaiah, “Send me.” 

• like Nehemiah, “I’ll go!” 

Let’s pray, dear Lord, thank you that we are your disciples 

By faith we are called to go  

In the power of the Spirit to the lost  

To deliver captives and to preach good news  

In every corner of the earth 

Dr Phebe Mann 
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Letters 

We would like to thank everyone again for their 
concern, good wishes and cards when Peter was 
back in hospital again and for a more serious 
operation and for a longer time.   

He had some very good treatment at the Royal Berks  and amazed the 
Doctors with his recovery.     

Thank you again for all your kind thoughts and prayers and we hope to 
get back to Park before too long. 

Peter & Sue Short 



page 13 

Churches Together in Reading (CTR) – Highlights  

This recently held meeting was at the Churches in Reading Drop in 
Centre (Cirdic) and those attending were shown the facilities there e.g. 
shower room, quiet room plans, food storage, clothes 
storage/changing facilities as well as café area. 

Chaplaincy 

Una Chandler who supported the Reading Borough Council explained 
the many tasks within her voluntary job when visiting the council offices 
and was in the position to be able to say generally if people were 
unhappy or otherwise to the managers there. She also supported the 
individuals who had problems even ringing them at home if they had a 

need to talk out of the office environment. 

She also attended the citizenship graduates and welcomed them in to 
the country.  

Reading College chaplaincy – Judith Wheatley will be taking over the 
current vacancy in October when she will have completed her studies. 

Paul Burnish is also working as a chaplain there.  

Generally the Chaplaincy is going from strength to strength at Reading 
College supported by an active Christian union and by the Principal.  

Who supports the chaplains? – it was thought that more could be done 
in this region although Michael Penny was doing his best.  There was a 
vacancy for a chaplain to support House of Fraser – it was thought this 

could be covered for as little as 1 hour a week.  

West Reading  

Although not officially a CT group the churches were meeting and 
doing things together and had held a well attended service for ‘The 
Week of Christian Unity’ and were having a local  ‘Walk of Witness’ on 
Good Friday. They were supported by CTR who covered their 

administrative work as they did not have a formal committee.  

Easter plans were discussed. 

Hustings Meetings It was suggested the churches should be promoting 
these and asking different candidates to discuss their policies.  Had this 
been mentioned at any CT group? If not perhaps bring it to their 
attention.     
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New date for AGM will be 7.30pm on the 11th September – venue to be 
agreed   

Churches Together in Berkshire (CTB) AGM 

Francis Connolly had completed his two years as Chair of CTB and was 
to be replaced by Rev’d Martyn Neads from Christchurch, Woodley. 

Francis was thanked for his work during this time. 

 After a short business meeting the Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth, Philip 
Egan spoke in much detail about the ‘New Evangelisation’ programme 
that was operating throughout the Roman Catholic churches.  

This had started out some years ago by previous Popes but had been 
brought up to date since 2010 by Pope Benedict. They now had world 

youth days every 3 years and had mission work in many countries. They 
were challenged by people being baptised but not attending church 
and wanted to reach out to them. They wanted to get the message 
across that it was a lifelong journey and looking at new methods of 
communicating the gospel with social media and responding to the 

secular culture that was with us now.  

There then occurred a very interesting question and answer session by 
the following panel: 

• Rev’d Clare Downing – Moderator of United Reformed Church   

• Bishop of Reading, Andrew Proud – Church of England 

• Bishop of Porsmouth, Philip Egan – Roman Catholic 

• Rev’d Dr Andrew Wood – Methodist Southampton district  

There were a variety of interesting questions such of which I detail 
below with much précised answers! 

What is the future of LEPs (Local Ecumenical Partnerships)? All felt it was 
good when working well but they were likely to be smaller in number in 
the future. It was a difficult time for some because of the structures and 

being able to afford a minister to cover maybe three different 
denominations.  

What was the thought of Churches Together? Many good works were 
being done in this area by supporting one another e.g. food banks, 
street pastors in an outward way. Society now about relationships not 
structures. We need to get in more people from the African churches 
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and those not in main stream faiths as we had a lot to learn from them.  
There were many things we could do better jointly than individually. 

Should we be concentrating on growth in our individual churches or 
ecumenically? People need to feel love and fellowship to encourage 

them to come. ‘Fresh Expressions’ had brought some into the church as 
has ‘Messy’ Church. New ideas can help church growth whether 
individually or ecumenically and we do not want to ‘lose the joy of 
Christian fellowship’. 

Why do we have food banks? It was suggested we should not walk 
pass someone on the street but stop and ask them how they are? They 

are people who perhaps have broken relationships, parents who have 
lost their children. It is complex system with benefit changes and long 
waits for payment to come through as well as loss of 
earnings/redundancies. The church needs to meet people e.g. at 
Reading station and shopping centres. Perhaps we could have a shop 
for street pastors?  

Moral issues – how can we interpret the Bible today?  Others make 
decisions on how they behave and our challenge is how do we bring 
others in the culture we have to Christ?  In the past we had tribal issues, 
and still need to be careful.   A minister has an hour and a half on a 
Sunday to turn around the culture we live in and be creative. We have 
to connect with the world we live in including the problems of the poor. 

Gaye 
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May Calendar 

 

Sun 4th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 7th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Premises and Maintenance Committee 

Sun 11th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Sat 10th Sponsored Walk, Run, Cycle, Swim: to raise money for our 

Development Project 

Sun 11th – Sat 17th Christian Aid Week 

Wed 14th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sat 17th Elders Away Day 

Sun 18th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with the Praise Band 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 21st 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 25th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 28th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 
 

House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak 
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are 
interested in joining a group. 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, 

and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more 
websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 

 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 

 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  

 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  

 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  

 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 

 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 

 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 

 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 

 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.30 pm Beavers 

 5.30 pm First Class Learning 
 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 

9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 

Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 

 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  
 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 

 


